TOWNSHIP OF SCIO
WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN
RESOLUTION #2025-37

Resolution to Amend FYE26 Budget and Propose FYE27 Budget and to
Authorize Purchase of Property to Establish a Township Preserve

At a Regular Meeting of the Township Board of Scio Township, Washtenaw County, Michigan
held at the Scio Township Hall, 827 North Zeeb Road, in said Township on November 25, 2025, .
at 7:00pm

Members Present: Brant, Flintoft, Kerry, Knol, Read, Reiser, Yaple
Members Absent: None
The following preamble and resolution were offered by Read and supported by Knol,

WHEREAS, as a result of a resolution of Washtenaw Circuit Court Case #24-1314-AV, Innovant
Group, LL.C v Scio Township Board of Trustees, Scio Township is purchasing a 5-acre parcel in
Scio Township (“Property”™); and,

WHEREAS, Scio Township intends to hold and preserve this 5-acre parcel in perpetuity and
allow it to be made available for passive use by the public; and,

WHEREAS, the purchase agreement for the parcel listed above does not contain an agreement
for naming rights, and the Parks Committee will develop a recommendation for a proposed name
of the preserve to bring to the Board of Trustees at a future date; and,

WHEREAS, the Scio Township Order of Resource Use and Fund Balance Policy provides that
the Township should use restricted funds first when an expenditure is incurred for the purposes
for which both restricted and unrestricted fund balance is available; and,

WHEREAS, the Scio Township Tree and Woodland Resource Preservation Ordinance (Sec. 36-
346) intends to protect trees, woodlands, and woodland resources and the Tree Fund (Fund 232)
is a special revenue fund for all contributions in lieu of tree replacement as provided for in the -
Ordinance; and,

WHEREAS, the Township has budgeted $55,000 and year to date budget to actual is $0 for the
West Scio Preserve Reforestation project from the Tree Fund (Fund 232) in FYE26, and has
adopted a Tree Plan to spend $110,000 in FYE27-FYE31; and,

WHEREAS, the Township will soon consider a Tree Plan proposal for $229,000 in expenditures
in FYE27-FYE32 for the West Scio Preserve Reforestation, Liberty Pond Nature Area
Reforestation, and Van Curler Preserve Reforestation projects; and,

WHEREAS, the expenditures for all proposed projects would leave an unrestricted fund balance
in the Tree Fund (Fund 232) of just over $185,000; and,




WHEREAS, Scio Township voters enacted an annual 0.50 mill levy to provide funds to preserve
farmland, open space, wildlife habitat, scenic views, and protect drinking water sources and the
water quality of rivers and streams, and provide new parks, recreational opportunities and trails,
and the Open Space Fund (Fund 233) is a special revenue fund for all proceeds from this
specially voted millage; and,

WHEREAS, the Scio Township Preservation of Farmland and Open Space Ordinance (Sec. 15-
V1) establishes the authority to expend revenue to acquire interests in land in accordance with the
criteria and procedures set forth; and,

‘WHEREAS, the Township submitted application #2025-05 to the Land Preservation
Commission with the request that it score the Property and make a recommendation to the Board
of Trustees; and,

WHEREAS, the Land Preservation Commission has made a recommendation regarding the
purchase of a fee-simple interest in the property; and,

WHEREAS, the Land Preservation Commission recommended an expenditure of up to
$500,000, and the Township has already agreed to a price of $1,500,000; and,

WHEREAS, the Township Open Space Fund (Fund 233) currently has a fund balance of over
$3,049,000, and revenue expected yet this year is over $900,000; and,

WHEREAS, the Township has budgeted $2,597,000 of Open Space Fund (Fund 233) in
expenditures for land/casement acquisition costs in FYE26, but has expended less than $300,000
to date; and,

WHEREAS, the Township Board will soon consider a proposed capital plan for the Open Space
Fund (Fund 233) to spend $3,342,000 for land/easement acquisition costs in FYE27 and then
$900,000 in each of FYLE28-FYL32; and,

WIHEREAS, the Board of Trustees desires to allocate resources effectively to meet all stated
objectives of the Township and agrees that the cost to purchase the Property should be allocated
across more than one fund; and,

WHERFEAS, the Board of Trustees has determined that replenishment of the Open Space Fund
(Fund 233) using General Fund resources is necessary and appropriate to maintain funding
capacity for FYE27 and future years’ land preservation priorities, pursuant to annual budgeting
requirements; and,

WHEREAS, the movement of resources between Township funds must comply with Public Act
2 of 1968 (Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act), GASB pronouncements, and the
Township’s Order of Resource Use and Fund Balance Policy; and,

WHEREAS, a transfer of General Fund (Fund 101) unrestricted fund balance to the Open Space
Fund (Fund 233) constitutes an authorized Other Financing Use and Other Financing Source
and does not represent a loan or receivable/payable between the funds; and,




NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees amends the FYE26 Budget
to appropriate $185,000 of Tree Fund (Fund 232) fund balance to expend on land acquisition for
the preservation of woodlands on this property; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees amends the FYE26 Budget to
appropriate $815,000 of the more than $7,000,000 of unassigned General Fund (Fund 101) fund
balance to expend on land acquisition for this property;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees commits to appropriate $500,000 of
unassigned General Fund (Fund 101) fund balance, and authorize a transfer out from the General
Fund (Fund 101) in budget year FYE27 and a corresponding transfer in to the Open Space Fund
(Fund 233} in the amount of $500,000 plus the proportionate interest earnings for the purpose of
FYE27 and future years’, open space preservation priorities as set forth by the Scio Township
Preservation of Farmland and Open Space Ordinance; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees authorizes the expenditure of
$1,500,000 for this property; and that $185,000 shall be expended from the Tree Fund (Fund
232), $500,000 shall be expended from the Open Space Fund (Fund 233), and $815,000 plus up
to $5,000 of closing costs shall be expended from the General Fund (Fund 101); and,

BE I'T FURTHER RESOLVED, this parcel shall be maintained by Scio Township in perpetuity,
and be made available for use by the public, pursuant to rules and regulations established by the
Township; and,

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Township Supervisor shall designate this parcel for public
use in perpetuity and attach a copy of this certified resolution to the assessing record of the
affected parcel to reflect the Township’s commitment to preserve these lands in perpetuity for
public use.

ROLL CALL VOTE:
YES: Brant, Flintoft, Kerry, Knol, Read, Reiser, Yaple
NO: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Jessica M. Flintoft, Clerk ﬂl
Scio Township )

Dated: November 25, 2025




CERTIFICATE

I, Jessica M. Flintoft, hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution
adopted by the Township Board of Scio Township, County of Washtenaw, State of Michigan, at
a Regular Meeting held on November 25, 2025 and that said meeting was conducted and public
notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act,
being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept

and will be or have been made available as required by said Act.

Do AL

Jegsica M. Flintoft, [Clerk
S¢io Township

DATED: December 1, 2025




