TOWNSHIP OF SCIO WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN
RESOLUTION #2025-40
Resolution to Approve Final Claim for Payment for Attorney Fees

At a Regular Meeting of the Township Board of Scio Township, Washtenaw County, Michigan
held at the Scio Township Hall, 827 N Zeeb Road, in said Township on December 23, 2025, at
12:00pm.

Members Present: Brant, Flintoft, Kerry, Knol, Read, Reiser, Yaple
Members Absent; None
The following preamble and resolution were offered by Flintoft and supported by Reiser.

WHERFEAS, Supervisor Kerry has submitted a claim for reimbursement to Scio Township for
her attorney fees pursuant to Scio Township Code of Ordinances 2-42 that she has incurred in
Case #2024-24F3-0828-FY (Circuit Court Case #25-000517-FH) State of Michigan v Kerry,
and,

WHEREAS, Sec. 2-42(b) of the Scio Township Code of Ordinances states “If a criminal action
is commenced against an officer or past or present employee of the township based upon the
conduct of the officer or employee in the course of employment, if the employee or officer had a
reasonable basis for believing that he or she was acting within the scope of his or her authority at
the time of the alleged conduct, the township may pay for, engage, or furnish the services of an
attorney to advise the officer or employee as to the action and to appear for and represent the
officer or employee in the action;” and,

WHEREAS, Supervisor Jillian Kerry is an elected officer of Scio Township, having been
elected on November 8, 2022 and taking office on November 20, 2022, and elected Supervisor
on November 5, 2024 and taking office on November 20, 2024 and also serves as the Board
appointed laison on the Scio Township Road Advisory Committee (RAC); and,

WHEREAS, Supervisor Kerry has been charged with a crime which allegedly occurred during
the scope of her duties as a Township Trustee and Board appointed liaison on the RAC; the
alleged conduct occurring at Township Hall, immediately before a Township meeting, carrying
out an authorized responsibility to enable remote meeting access on Township equipment
following Township procedures; and,

WHEREAS, Supervisor Kerry has incurred costs from her engagement of an attorney to
represent her from the charges arising from the allegations and has requested the Township
reimburse her for past expenses;

WHEREAS, to date the Township has not furnished or engaged the services of an attorney for
this action, and instead has deferred to Supervisor Kerry’s selection of attorney because she had




personally retained an attorney several months prior to commencement of criminal action, and
the Board of Trustees has desired to support her personal selection of defense counsel; and,

WHEREAS, the Township’s insurance carrier has twice denied the Township’s claims for
coverage of defenses costs; and,

WHEREAS, the Township has approved via resolution four payments to Supervisor Kerry for
reimbursement of her costs of her defense totaling $181,605.81; and,

WHEREAS, Supervisor Kerry has submitted additional claims to the Township totaling
$101,144.68, for services from May 1, 2025 through November 30, 2025, and these invoices
have been reviewed in accordance with Resolution #2025-18; and,

WHEREAS, the Township Board has repeatedly expressed concerns about these legal costs, and
is unclear what additional claims for payment the Supervisor may submit to the Township; and,

WHEREAS, the Township Board must exercise fiscal discipline to ensure that the actual costs
borne by Scio Township taxpayers for the Supervisor’s criminal defense are both reasonable and
necessary; and,

WHEREAS, at the Township Board’s direction, the Township Attorney has negotiated fees and
terms of payment that are acceptable to Supervisor Kerry and her attorney Mark D. Chutkow of
Dykerma; and,

NOW THEREFORE BE I'T RESOLVED that the Scio Township Board of Trustees finds that
the charges filed against Supervisor Kerry by the Washtenaw County Prosecutor arose from her
actions as a Township Trustee and member of the RAC; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees finds that Supervisor Kerry had a
reasonable basis for believing that she was acting within the scope of her authority at the time of
the alleged conduct; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees finds that all invoices submitted for
reimbursement of attorney fees through November 2025, in this case have met all requirements
of Resolution #2025-18, and that together the Township Attorney and Township Finance Director
have affirmed the actual amount of $101,144.68, as reflected in the attached Statement (dated
December 15, 2025); and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township determines to pay Supervisor Kerry
$101,144.68 as reimbursement of her defense costs for the period of May 1, 2025 through
November 30, 2025; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Board determines to pay Supervisor Kerry
$65,000 for costs of future services of attorney Mark D. Chutkow of Dykema, and an additional
$10,000 for the costs of future services experts needed for the defense through trial court




disposition and any sentencing in Case #2024-24F3-0828-FY (Circuit Court Case #25-000517-
FH) State of Michigan v Kerry; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that both payments of $101,144.68 and $75,000 are contingent
upon the Supervisor’s written acceptance of these payments as full and final payments from the
Township to Supervisor Kerry for her defense and defense costs by executing a Township
Attorney approved release of claims related to payment of defense costs; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon execution of the aforementioned release and this
resolution, the Township will pay Supervisor Kerry both payments totaling $176,144.68 prior to
December 31, 2025; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the above payments are the final payments that the
Township will make regarding Case #2024-24F3-0828-FY (Circuit Court Case #25-000517-FH)
State of Michigan v Kerry, bringing the total of $357,750.49 paid by the Township to Supervisor
Kerry for defending the charges; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED these payments satisfy any alleged, or perceived obligation the
Township has to pay Supervisor Kerry for the costs of her criminal defense; and,

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that any future action related to this matter shall be made by
resolution of the Board of Trustees.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

YES: Flintoft, Knol, Read, Reiser, Yaple
NO: Brant

ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: Kerry

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

[ pulle -

Jeksica M. Fllntoﬂ Clerk Scio Township

DATED: December 23, 2025



CERTIFICATE

L, Jessica M. Flintoft, hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution
adopted by the Township Board of Scio Township, County of Washtenaw, State of Michigan, at
a Regular Meeting held on December 23, 2025 and that said meeting was conducted and public
notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act,
being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept

and will be or have been made available as required by said Act.

a/u /& : (Z/M//_

Jegsica M. Flintoft, Clerk
i

Scio Township

DATED: December 23, 2025



RELEASE AND SETTLEMENT OF ALL CLAIMS

Jilian M. Kewry, an individual, in consideration of the amounts previously invoiced and
paid ($282,750.49) and a final payment of §75,000 for legal defense through trial court _
disposition, receipt of which is hereby acknowled ged, does forever release and discharge Scio
Township, a Michigan municipal corporation, and their agents, employees, and representatives,
(“Releasees™) from any and all claims related to the payment/reimbursement of attorney fees
through the trial disposition and sentencing of Case #2024-24F3-0828-FY State of Michigan v
Kerry. This release does not relate to any poiential appeal of this case, should the need for it
arise.

Tillian M. Kerry has been given no promises ot inducements other than those set forth in
this Release. Jillian M. Kerry executes this Release voluntarily after reading it in its entirety and
understanding all of its terms.

Signed and delivered the jq day of __D@ﬁﬁ_ 2025,

Witnesses: CAUTION: READ BEFORRE SIGNING BELOW
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STATE OF MICHIGAN g
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COUNTY OF WASHTENAW )

On this ] Ol day of bbﬂt‘m \@W 2025, before me, a Notaly Public in and
fm said County, personally appeared Jillian M. Kerry who executed this Release as her free act
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Notary Pub e
Washtenaw County, Mclngan
My Commission expires: ., ") J&)- aDQ,S”

Kristy Alken
Nolary Puhhc Stale of Michigan
an Colniy
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