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AUGUST 17-19, LISTENING SESSION ON THE GELMAN SUPER-
FUND cleanup plans, location: Scio Township Hall, 827 N. Zeeb Road. To 
schedule your one-on-one meeting with EPA contractor Caeli Cleary, call 
312-201-7769 or email Caeli.Cleary@tetratech.com, both day and evening 
appointments available.

AUGUST 28, 8 AM – 3 PM, WASHTENAW FIELD DAY, hosted by the 
Washtenaw County Conservation District, topic: regenerative row crop 
farming, location: Maulbetsch Farm, 2271 E Northfield Church Rd. Register 
at washtenawcd.org.

OCTOBER 25, 1-4 PM, HALLOWEEN OPEN HOUSE at Fire Station 1, 
location: 1055 N Zeeb Rd. Games, face-painting, pony rides, candy, fire trucks!

SEPTEMBER 25, 1-6 PM, FALL TREE & NATIVE PLANT SALE, 
hosted by the Washtenaw County Conservation District, location: 
Washtenaw Farm Council Grounds, 5055 Ann Arbor-Saline Rd, presale 
begins August 3, washtenawcd.org/fallsale.

OCTOBER 4, NOON – 3:30 PM, 4TH ANNUAL SCIO TOWNSHIP 
SUSTAINABILITY FAIR, located at 5645 Jackson Road (Meijer), games, 
prizes, test drive EV cars and bikes, talk to experts.

OCTOBER 22, 4 – 7 PM, COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE on the next 
5-Year Master Plan, Scio Township Meeting Hall, 827 N Zeeb Road.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!



WASTE AND RECYCLING 
SERVICE UPDATE

S Since the Township’s Solid Waste 
Ordinance was updated in 2020, 
residential waste hauling services 
have been provided through a 

Township-issued contract. While trash service 
is not mandatory, households choosing to use a 
waste hauler must do so through the Township’s 
contracted provider. Green for Life (GFL) was 
originally awarded the contract, but on July 1, 2024, 
GFL sold its residential operations to Priority Waste.

The transition to Priority Waste proved 
challenging for many residents. While some 
customers experienced uninterrupted service, 
others encountered missed collections, billing 
errors, delayed cart deliveries, and customer 
service concerns. 

To maintain continuity of service while 
exploring future options, the Board of Trustees 
approved a two-year extension of the 
current contract at reduced rates. At the 
same time, the Board approved preparing 

a Request for Proposals (RFP) for future 
residential waste and recycling services.

Recently, the Township Attorney and I met with 
Priority Waste’s new CEO, Aaron Johnson, and 
General Manager, Sam Caramagno, and team, 
to discuss ongoing concerns and resident 
complaints. Since the new CEO assumed 
leadership, Priority Waste has implemented 
several operational improvements. While 
occasional service and billing issues 
still occur, the frequency of complaints 
has declined, and the Township has 
observed improved responsiveness from 
Priority Waste management. The Township 
appreciates the company’s willingness to work 
collaboratively to improve service for Scio 
Township residents.

The Board of Trustees is now reviewing a draft 
of the RFP for residential waste and recycling 
services and anticipates holding a special 
meeting soon to continue the review and make 
necessary changes to support the goals of 
the Township. The RFP process will allow the 
Township to evaluate qualified service providers 
and ensure residents continue to receive 

reliable, cost-e¥ective waste and recycling 
services in the future.

Residents can find information at 
Sciotownshipmi.gov/waste regarding the 
5% senior and disabled veteran discount, 
and options for suspending service for 
seasonal residents for up to 90 days. To file 
billing, collection, or service complaints, go 
to Sciotownshipmi.gov/feedback. For issues 
that remain unresolved or require additional 
assistance, contact Supervisor Kerry at jkerry@
sciotownshipmi.gov to help ensure concerns are 
addressed in a timely manner.

Residents are also encouraged to create an 
online Priority Waste account at prioritywaste.
com/online-bill-pay to review invoices, make 
payments, and enroll in autopay.

The Township remains committed to keeping 
residents informed throughout the RFP process 
and appreciates everyone’s patience and 
feedback as we work toward securing the 
highest quality waste and recycling services for 
our community.

FROM THE SUPERVISOR DESK
BY J ILL IAN KERRY,  SUPERVISOR
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W ater customers should have 
received a postcard 
notifying them that the 
2025 Water Quality 

Report is now available. Paper copies 
can be picked up at the front desk 
of Township Hall. To request a printed 
copy by mail for your home or business, 
call 734-369-9352. You can also view the 
complete report online by 
scanning the QR code on 
the postcard, at right, or 
visiting: sciotownshipmi.
gov/waterquality2025.

The Township’s water 

meter replacement program is 
progressing well, with 2,495 meters 
replaced and 1,647 remaining. 
The new Metron water meters 
use cellular service to securely 
transmit meter readings, 
allowing customers to view 
their water usage through 

an online portal. Meters 2 inches 
and smaller will be replaced at no cost for 
the customer. Meters larger than 2 inches 
(typically serving commercial properties) 
must be replaced at the property owner’s 
expense. Replacement is mandatory for all 
water customers who are not already using 

Metron meters. Our goal is to have all Scio 
Township water customers using Metron 
meters by 2029. If your meter needs to be 
replaced, please call 734-369-9352 to schedule 
an appointment.

A WORD FROM THE UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
BY MICHAEL BLACKBURN, 
INTERIM UTILITIES DIRECTOR
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The Scio Township Utilities Department is pleased to present 

to you this year ’s Annual Drinking Water Quality Report. This 

report is designed to inform you about the quality water service 

we deliver to you every day. Our constant goal is to provide you 

with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water.

The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 

(EGLE) and the Federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) require 

Scio Township to test our water on a regular basis to ensure its safety. 

We routinely test for contaminants in your drinking water according 

to Federal and State standards. This report includes information on all 

regulated drinking water parameters detected during calendar year 

2025. All the data is representative of the water quality, even if some data 

is more than one year old. Your water met all EPA and EGLE drinking 

water health standards in 2025.

Copies of this report are available at the Scio Township Hall, 827 N. 

Zeeb Rd., Ann Arbor, Ml, and on our web site at sciotownshipmi.gov/

waterquality. We invite public participation in decisions that a�ect 

drinking water quality. The Scio Township Board of Trustees meets on 

the second and fourth Tuesday of every month at 6:00 pm. For more 

information about your water, or the contents of this report, contact us at 

(734) 369-9355. For more information about safe drinking water, visit the 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency at EPA.gov/safewater.

1,4-DIOXANE

On March 12, 2026, the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

added the Gelman Sciences site to the Superfund National Priorities List 

(NPL). According to EPA Regional Administrator Anne Vogel, placement 

of the site on the NPL will allow federal funding for cleanup oversight, 

testing, and potential legal expenses. The federal Superfund program is 

a polluter-pay system. It is expected that the polluter will pay for 100% 

of the remediation, according to the EPA. Local o�icials and members 

of the Coalition for Action on Remediation of Dioxane (CARD) have been 

advocating for Superfund designation for the site for more than 10 years.

History Gelman Sciences disposed the industrial solvent 1,4 -dioxane into 

ponds at its site on Wagner Rd. from the 1960s to the 1980s as a byproduct 

of their industrial operations. Over time, the dioxane migrated from the area 

around the former Gelman site into local aquifers, which are a source for 

many drinking water wells in Scio Township, creating what is known locally 

as the Plume. Under the agreement currently in force, Gelman is required 

to remove some of the dioxane from contaminated sources and conduct 

pump-and-treat remediation. Gelman is allowed to discharge partially 

treated water into Honey Creek, which flows into the Huron River.

Next Steps The remedial process begins now and can take several 

years. EPA representatives will be meeting with community members 

and local o�icials. A remedial investigation and feasibility study will be 

conducted. The goal of the remedial investigation is to delineate the 

nature and extent of the contamination. A remedial plan will be selected 

and set forth in the record of decision. The EPA representatives stated 

that it is a priority to prevent the Plume from reaching the Huron River.

PFAS (Note from the City of Ann Arbor)

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) is a group of chemicals 

that has been classified by the EPA as an emerging contaminant. PFAS 

have been around since the 1950s, but we didn’t know much about 

their e�ects until the early 2000s, when scientists began releasing 

data on PFAS health impacts and their persistence in the environment. 

For decades, they have been used in many industrial applications and 

consumer products such as carpeting, waterproof clothing, upholstery, 

food paper wrappings, fire-fighting foams, and metal plating. They are 

still widely used today. PFAS have been found at low levels both in the 

environment and in blood samples of the general U.S. population. PFAS 

are persistent, which means they do not break down in the environment. 

They also bioaccumulate, meaning the amount builds up over time in the 

blood and organs. Currently, granular activated carbon (GAC) filtration is 

the best available technology for removing PFAS in drinking water. Use 

of this technology has allowed the city of Ann Arbor to produce water 

with PFAS concentrations significantly below all Maximum Contaminant 

2026 ANNUAL DRINKING WATER QUALITY REPORT

Check the front page of the Township 
website and the Township’s social 
media for news of upcoming Public 
Engagement Sessions with EPA on 
cleanup plans for the Gelman Plume. 
We will let you know as soon as EPA 
sets the dates!
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BY CAROLINE ALTOMARE ,  ROADS 
ADVISORY COMMIT TEE MEMBERROAD MAINTENANCE 

RESPONSIBILITIES
One of the Roads Advisory Committee’s (RAC) 
key responsibilities is to help ensure that Scio’s 
roads are maintained properly. In the past, 
funding for this work has come from local taxes 
and partnerships with the Washtenaw County 
Road Commission (WCRC).

That funding picture has now changed. The 10-
year Township-Wide Road Special Assessment 
expired in 2024 and in 2025 Scio used the last 
of its federal ARPA (American Rescue Plan 
ACT) grant. As a result, there are currently no 
designated funds for maintaining and repairing 
local and neighborhood roads. 

PROPOSED FUNDING SOLUTION
RAC presented a proposal that the Scio 
Township Board of Trustees approved on June 
30, 2026: a six-year, .05 millage that will 
appear on the ballot this November 3, 2026.
If approved by voters, the millage would be 

“for the purpose of providing a dedicated 
township funding, to be used to leverage other 
sources, including private, Washtenaw County, 
or the State of Michigan for the maintenance, 

repair, preservation, reconstruction, and 
improvement of local public roads as certified 
by the Michigan Department of Transportation, 
bridges, bike lanes, crosswalks, and culverts 
within the Township, including related 
engineering inspections, drainage, and 
administrative costs.”

This funding source would also allow the 
Township to take advantage of a matching grant 
from WCRC. 

HOW THE FUNDS WOULD BE 
ALLOCATED
RAC has met with the Assessor, WCRC, and 
neighboring townships to better understand 
how this dedicated road funding source could 
a¥ect the Township and its long-term road 
maintenance needs. Thus, RAC has created 
a process to guide the Board of Trustees to 
distribute funds equitably across the Township. 
Some considerations are: 

• Road work history 

• Whether a road is paved or gravel 

• Current road conditions 

• Resident input 

WHAT THE MILLAGE COULD MEAN FOR 
HOMEOWNERS
Millages are paid on the taxable value of a 
property. In Scio, the average taxable value 
is about $250,000. Using that average, a 0.5 
millage would cost the average property owner 
approximately $125 per year. 

RAC’s next meeting dates are August 12, 
September 2 and October 7 at 6 pm at 
Township Hall, where time will be allotted 
for a Road Maintenance and Funding Plan 
presentation. We encourage you to attend, 
either in person or online with any questions 
you may have. Or you can email the Committee 
at rac@sciotownshipmi.gov.

ROADS ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATE

S cio Township is beginning the five-
year review of its Master Plan, and 
your input is an important part of the 
process. The Planning Commission is 

in the early stages of updating this long-range 
vision for the community and invites residents, 
business owners, and stakeholders to participate.

Join us for a Community Open House on 
October 22 at the Scio Township Meeting 
Hall, 827 N. Zeeb Road, anytime between 
4 and 7 pm. This informal, drop-in event will 
feature a variety of interactive stations where 
attendees can learn about current planning 
initiatives, discuss topics such as future land 
use, transportation, parks and open space, 

housing, and economic development, and share 
ideas about the future of our Township. Whether 
you have lived in Scio Township for decades 
or are a new resident, your perspective is 
valuable.

The Master Plan serves as the Township’s 
guiding policy document for future growth and 
development. Prepared under the authority of 
the Michigan Planning Enabling Act (Public 
Act 33 of 2008, as amended), it provides the 
framework for land use decisions, infrastructure 
planning, and zoning policies. Looking 20 years 
or more into the future, the plan incorporates 
community goals, demographic trends, 
maps, and implementation strategies that 

help preserve the Township’s character while 
planning for thoughtful growth.

The current Master Plan is available for review 
on the Township website at sciotownshipmi.
gov/masterplan. If you are unable to attend 
the Open House, we still want to hear 
from you! Comments and suggestions 
may be submitted by email to lkreps@
sciotownshipmi.gov.

Your voice matters. Help us create a shared 
vision that will guide Scio Township for 
generations to come.

HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF SCIO TOWNSHIP
BY LAURA KREPS, 
PLANNING CONSULTANT, OHM
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SUSTAINABILITY UPDATE

M ark your calendars for Sunday, 
October 4, from noon to 3:30 
for the 4th Annual Scio 
Township Sustainability Fair. 

Sponsored by Scio Township and Meijer, this 
annual event is bigger and better than ever, 
with the addition of East Michigan Electric 
Vehicle Association. The Fair is FREE and o¥ers 
something for everyone! Play Sustainability 
BINGO for a chance to win prizes while exploring 
interactive exhibits, participating in hands-on 
activities and workshops, and engaging with 
local experts. Enjoy guided experiences for 
both children and adults that demonstrate 
how environmental sustainability can be 
practical, a±ordable, and fun.

Take an e-bike for a spin, watch a worm 
composting tower in action, and learn about 
native plants, watershed protection, energy 
conservation, solar power, and ways to electrify 
and improve the e¥iciency of your home. Connect 
with Scio Parks & Preserves sta¥ and volunteers, 
meet your neighbors, and discover local resources 
that can help you live more sustainably.

Interested in electric vehicles? Talk directly with 
the people who drive them every day. Thanks 
to members of the East Michigan 
Electric Vehicle Association, you’ll 
have the opportunity to see a wide 
variety of EVs—both classic and 
new—while discussing the benefits 
and challenges of ownership. You 
can even take a ride and learn about di¥erent 
manufacturers, models, and technologies from 
experienced EV owners. Check out Washtenaw 
Community College’s new mobile classroom 
highlighting their EV programs, with electronic 
trainers.

In other news, Scio Township is 
proud to announce it has achieved 
Gold level recognition in the 
Michigan Green Communities 
Challenge for our sustainability 
e±orts during 2025. Key e¥orts 

in 2025 include launching the Food Waste 
Composting Pilot and starting construction 
on the HVAC replacement project at Township 
Hall. The Michigan Green Communities 
program guides and supports communities 
in adapting to a changing climate, protecting 

infrastructure, improving the 
quality of life for residents, 
and creating a more 
environmentally sustainable 
and economically 
competitive future for the 
state of Michigan. Scio has 
previously been awarded 
Silver (2023) and Gold (2024) 
seals of recognition. Let ’s 
keep planning for Platinum!

BY JAN CULBERTSON, 
PL ANNING COMMISSION CHAIR

BY ANDREW HOUDE ,  F IRE CHIEF

A fter installation of the solar array 
next to the fire station on Zeeb Rd, 
we looked for a way to protect it 
from potential damage by lawn 

mowers and lower maintenance around/under 
it. We settled on a native planting and worked 
with a local contractor to plan and implement 
the project. In the area between the array and 
parking lot, we planted various native grasses 
and flowers. These were potted plants and, not 
surprisingly, grew quickly. Under and behind, 
a di¥erent strategy was taken. The turf grass 
was killed over the summer/fall 2024, and 
the ground was “frost seeded” with native 
wildflowers. The first year there was not much 

to see, just some low growth and weeds mixed 
in. Year two fared much better with a field of 
native wildflowers arriving mid-
spring. The plantings provide 
several benefits: they give 
birds, bees, and insects a place 
to feed, reduce maintenance of 
the property, and provide better 
groundwater absorption during 
heavy rain events. 

FIRE STATION 2 
UPDATE
Groundbreaking of the Wagner 
Rd fire station took place in 
early April. The contractor, as 

of this writing, has brought in fill and brought 
the ground up to grade, created a building pad 

and completed foundation 
work. Underground electrical 
and plumbing are in, and 
masonry work is ongoing. The 
contractor is slightly ahead 
of schedule and doing an 
excellent job of keeping all the 
subcontractors on task.

LETTER FROM THE FIRE CHIEF
NATIVE PLANTINGS ALONG SOLAR ARRAY

East Michigan Electric Vehicle Association 
members with their electric motorcycles
East Michigan Electric Vehicle Association 
members with their electric motorcycles
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P hase V of the Zeeb Road Pathway 
project is gearing up to start early this 
fall. This section is the last phase 
of the ongoing pathway initiative 

to connect Jackson Road with the Border-
to-Border Trail. Phase V begins just south of 
Peters Rd and proceeds north, crossing both the 
Huron River and the railroad tracks to connect 
to the Border-to-Border trail just south of Huron 
River Drive. This phase covers approximately 
0.34 miles, but presents some challenging 
obstacles, some of which are still in the final 
stages of coordination. The paved pathway 
continues to be 8-feet wide with the pedestrian 
bridge over the Huron River being 10-feet wide, 
matching previous phases of construction. 

Phase V challenges include the narrow Zeeb 
Road right-of-way, steep terrain, crossing 
the Huron River, crossing railroad tracks, 
coordination with two railroad entities, and 
approvals from private property owners. While 
most of the permissions have been obtained to 
construct the full path route, one remains which 
may require a change to the planned route. 
Further negotiations and/or design alternatives 
are still being explored. Formal design for this 
fifth and final section of the pathway began in 

2024 with a route identification analysis and 
study. Once a route was identified and approved 
by the Township Board, the detailed design 
was completed. Permitting was obtained from 

several entities including MDOT/Amtrak, the 
Michigan Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), and the Washtenaw 
County Road Commission (WCRC), among 
others. 

To construct and place the new pedestrian 
bridge over the Huron River, the Zeeb Road 
Bridge will be closed for approximately two 
weeks. An additional closure of approximately 
one week may be required to complete work on 
Zeeb Road pavement. The closures will impact 
Zeeb Road from Huron River Drive south to 
Miller Road. Local tra¥ic can access driveways 
up to the bridge. Road tra¥ic will be detoured 
to Wagner Road utilizing Huron River Drive and 
Miller Road. The planned closure(s) are slated 
for this fall. Look to the Township website, 
Next Door and Facebook posts, and the WCRC 
website for exact dates of closure, which will be 
posted as soon as they are available.

Special thanks to the residents of Scio Township 
as this project is paid for by the Scio Township 
Parks Millage fund along with grants from the 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation.

ZEEB ROAD PATHWAY UPDATE
BY CHRIS CHENG, 
TOWNSHIP PROJECT MANAGER

DON’T BE FOOLED
If it ’s not .gov, it ’s not your government.

If you’re ever not sure that a 
communication is coming from Scio 
Township, call the o¥ice at 734-369-9400 
or go online at sciotownshipmi.gov. 
And you can always get your 
news right here. Find us in your mailbox 
every quarter or online at 
sciotownshipmi.gov/newsletter.

CLIMATE ACTION = GOOD JOBS
A recent workforce study of the MI Healthy Climate Plan predicted that striving for the Plan 
goals may generate as many as 100,000 good-paying jobs through 2050.

LICENSED TO CELEBRATE 250 
Michiganders can order the new 
semiquincentennial legacy plate online
 at mi.gov/legacyplates, or by scheduling a visit 
to any Secretary of State o¥ice through 2026. 
Residents can book the day and time that works for them up
to six months in advance online at mi.gov/sos or by calling 888-767-6424. 
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BY MURPHY HARRINGTON, 
PARK S DIRECTOR

S cio Township is home to 11 beautiful 
parks and preserves, each o¥ering 
its own unique way to enjoy the 
outdoors. Whether you’re looking 

for an active adventure along the Zeeb Road 
Pathway or a peaceful afternoon of hiking, 
birdwatching, or photography, there’s a place 
waiting to be discovered. This summer, we’re 
highlighting two special spots that you may 
have not yet explored. We hope they’ll inspire 
you to get outside, slow down, and enjoy 
everything Scio’s parks have to o¥er.

NATURAL PLAYGROUND AND PATHWAY 
AT TOWNSHIP HALL PARK
Tucked away behind Township Hall, 827 N 
Zeeb Road, is one of Scio’s quiet treasures. 
Surrounded by wide-open skies, grasslands 
and wetlands, Township Hall Park is the 
perfect place for a relaxing walk or a family 
outing. Children will love the nature-inspired 
playground, complete with a sandbox, slide, and 
balancing logs crafted from repurposed walnut 
trees. Just beyond the playground, a half-mile 
ADA-accessible crushed limestone pathway 
winds through the park, o¥ering beautiful views 

of the wetland and a glimpse of our “prairie in 
progress.”

This year, the Parks Department has continued 
its work restoring the sandy grassland by 
removing invasive trees, shrubs, and plants, 
taking the first steps to transform the area into a 
biodiverse prairie. As you stroll the trail, keep an 
eye out for Tree Swallows and Eastern Bluebirds 
busily raising their young in the park’s nest 
boxes! We hope you’ll come explore this hidden 
gem, and as always, please remember to keep 
dogs leashed while visiting the park.

MILL CREEK VIEWING AT 
SLOAN PRESERVE
Few things are as refreshing on a summer 
day as a walk along the winding banks of Mill 
Creek. At Sloan Preserve, o¥ Baker Road, you’ll 
find a peaceful escape where you can wander 
beneath the shade of towering trees, listen 
to the gentle flow of the creek, and even dip 
your toes in the cool water along the shoreline. 
As you explore, keep an eye out for some 
of the preserve’s hidden treasures. Delicate 
Wild Ginger carpets the forest floor, while 
Tall Meadow Rue adds graceful height to the 

landscape. If you’re lucky, you may spot a 
shimmering Ebony Jewelwing damselfly 
darting along the creek or hear the 
unmistakable call of a Great Horned Owl 
from deep within the woods. Whether 
you’re enjoying a quiet stroll through the 
dense forest, discovering the floodplain 
trail, or simply taking a moment to 

connect with nature, Sloan Preserve is 
a wonderful place to slow down and 
soak in the beauty of Scio Township.

PARKS UPDATE
HIDDEN GEMS OF SCIO TOWNSHIP 
PARKS AND PRESERVES

Above: Township Hall Park 
playground

                Right: wild ginger

Above: Sloan Preserve

TICK AVOIDANCE
“Preventing tick and mosquito bites is the best way to avoid diseases including Lyme 
disease, West Nile virus and eastern equine encephalitis,” said Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian, 
MDHHS chief medical executive. “Use insect repellent and wear long-sleeved shirts and 
long pants when outdoors to help prevent bites. If you find a tick attached to your body, 
promptly remove it, monitor your health and consult with a medical provider if you become 
ill.” When you’re regularly spending time outside, remember to perform daily tick checks 
and bathe or shower as soon as possible after coming in from outdoors.

Not all ticks spread the same germs. MDHHS can help to identify ticks you 
may encounter. For identification or questions about ticks, residents can 
email photos of ticks to MDHHS-Bugs@Michigan.gov or submit ticks by 
mail, free of charge. Get more information at Michigan.gov/Lyme.
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RECENT LAND PURCHASES EXPAND PRESERVE 

T he Scio Township Land Preservation 
Program recently closed on the 
purchase of two properties as additions 
to existing Township-owned land. 

The first property is 9.456 acres in size located 
north of Park Rd. and west of Staebler Rd. This 
parcel will serve to connect the West Scio 
Preserve and the Five Oaks Preserve, which 
combined now totals 226 acres of oak-hickory 
woods, wetlands and old farm fields. The recent 
purchase is a wet woods of silver maples with a 
branch of Honey Creek crossing it.

The second property is 
7.168 acres in size with 
frontage on the north side 
of Marshall Rd. just west of 
Zeeb Rd. It is adjacent to 
Scio’s ten-acre Red Cedar 
Park and is comprised of 
young woods with a few 
landmark trees along the 
road. The purchase will 
provide an opportunity 
to create a trail from the 
parking area o¥ Marshall Rd. 

to access Red Cedar Park.

Scio Township’s land preservation 
program is funded by a dedicated millage 
which voters passed in 2004 and renewed 
twice, all by large margins, most recently 
in 2022. The Township has attracted 
almost $13 million of matching funds from 
other sources, a rate of $1.5 to $1 of its 
own. With this project Scio’s program has 
been involved in protecting 1,829 acres, 
with more projects set to close in the 
coming months.

BY BARRY LONIK , 
L AND PRESERVATION CONSULTANT

Whitetail T
rl

Marshall Rd
Marshall Rd

5688

5720

1724

5575

MMMMMMMMMMaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrssssssshhhhhhhhaaaaaallllllll RRRRRRRRRRRdddddddd

55566688888

This is user-generated output from a Washtenaw County
mapping application and is for reference only. Data layers

that appear on this map may or may not be accurate,
current, or otherwise reliable. Parcels may not be to scale

and should not be construed as a "survey description."
Conclusions drawn from such information are solely the

responsibility of the user. Any assumption of legal status
of this data is hereby disclaimed.

1:1,415
1 inch = 117.92 feet

Created 7/3/2025Lewis aerial

±
0 100 200

ft

EAT SAFE FISH GUIDES
MDHHS Eat Safe Fish Guides provide free guidance to help people choose fish that are safe to eat and less likely to a�ect their health due 
to harmful chemicals. The Eat Safe Fish Guides use lab test results to provide specific fish and waterbody consumption guidelines in an 
easy-to-use format. The guidelines are set to be protective of all individuals, including children, pregnant or breastfeeding women and 
people with health issues including cancer and diabetes. MDHHS also produces the Buy Safe Fish Guide to    help residents choose 
seafood lower in mercury from local grocery stores, fish markets and restaurants. Both guides are
available at Michigan.gov/EatSafeFish.

DON’T SPREAD IT AROUND
“Nearly 50% of endangered or threatened fish, wildlife and plants are at risk due to invasive species, which people unintentionally spread with 
their boots, tires, boats, firewood, pets and more,” said Joanne Foreman, specialist with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. Before 
you leave the trail, campground or shore, shake it out, brush it o¥, wipe it down or whatever it takes to remove dirt and debris from your shoes, 
gear and vehicle. If you have a watercraft, remember to drain tanks and bilges, too. If you are camping or heading to a weekend retreat, leave 
firewood at home and purchase what you need near or at your destination. The loss of Michigan’s native tree species due to invasive pests and 
diseases is increasing every year, and firewood movement plays a role in introducing them to new areas.
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DEXTER SENIOR CENTER
BY ANNA PEKRUL , 
DSC E XECUTIVE DIRECTORT here is always something happening 

at Dexter Senior Center, and we invite 
Scio Township residents age 55+ to 
join us! An annual membership is 

$35 per year and provides access to hundreds 
of programs, activities, wellness classes, 
educational opportunities, and supportive 
services designed to help older adults stay 
active, connected, and independent.

One of our newest programs is Dementia 
Friendly Day, held on the last Wednesday 
of every month from 10 am to 2 pm. These 
welcoming events are designed for individuals 
living with dementia, their care partners, and 
anyone interested in learning more about brain 
health. The day includes co¥ee and conversation, 
movement activities, creative arts or sing-alongs, 
lunch, and educational presentations on dementia-
related topics. Beginning in August, we’ll also o¥er 
a one-hour respite program, giving care partners 
the opportunity to attend presentations while their 
loved ones enjoy supervised games and activities.

Our health and wellness o±erings continue 
to grow this fall. Join us for weekly Line 
Dancing, Tai Chi, Pilates, and Barn Square and 
Round Couple Dancing. Beginning in September, 
we’ll also o¥er Reiki appointments, while 

massage therapy appointments continue every 
fourth Thursday. Community Health Worker 
services are available every Tuesday, blood 
pressure checks are o¥ered on the first Tuesday 
of each month, and our monthly Behavioral 
Health Social combines conversation with crafts 
and activities in a relaxed setting.

If you’ve been wanting to try something 
creative, this is a great time to jump in. 
Upcoming opportunities include Watercolor 
Pencil Workshops, Zentangle-Inspired Art, 
Reflective Art with Oil Pastels and Colored 
Pencil, Canvas Painting, Card Making, and a 
new Beginning Knitting class this September. 
Through our partnership with Washtenaw 
Community College, members can also enjoy 
classes in Spanish, Tai Chi, and Line Dancing.

We have several exciting trips planned 
this season, including the Detroit Tigers vs. 
Cleveland Guardians game and the Rock & 
Roll Hall of Fame, Cranbrook House & Gardens, 
Frederik Meijer Gardens featuring the Chihuly 
Experience, and The Parade Company and 
Whitney Mansion in Detroit.

If you or someone you know is finding 
it di±icult to shop or prepare meals, 
our Meals on Wheels program delivers

nutritious weekday meals to eligible older 
adults throughout Scio Township. Along with 
a nutritious meal, our volunteers deliver 
conversation, companionship, and the peace of 
mind that comes from knowing someone cares. 

Whether you’re looking to make new friends, 
stay active, learn something new, or simply 
spend more time with others, we’d love to 
welcome you. Stop by for a tour, call us at 
734-426-7737, or visit dexterseniors.org to view 
our current newsletter, activity calendar, and 
everything your $35 annual membership has 
to o¥er.

We’d like to thank Scio Township for its 
continued support of Dexter Senior Center, 
helping us provide older adults with access 
to programs, resources, and connections that 
make this community stronger.

SUSTAINABILITY AT THE DEXTER-ANN ARBOR RUN
Every year the Dexter-Ann Arbor Run draws thousands of runners and cheering 
crowds through Dexter, Scio, and Ann Arbor, ending in downtown Ann Arbor with 
post-race food and celebratory beverages. Happy Planet Running has provided 
Zero Waste services at this race since 2018, and this year composted or recycled 
99.4% of the waste generated, including cardboard, paper cups, food waste and 
specialty items. In the end, only a single 10-lb bag of trash went to the landfill out 
of nearly one ton of waste. If you want to know more, or get involved in zero waste 
e¥orts at local races, contact Je¥ Jackson at je¥@happyplanetrunning.com.

BACKYARD SCIENTISTS
The Michigan Bat Roost Monitoring 
Program through MSU Extension is 
looking for community scientists 
who are interested in monitoring 
roosting bats on their property or on 

public land to provide 
information about their 
roost sites and the bats 
that are using them. 
This information will 
be used to inform bat 
conservation across the 
state. Use this QR code 

to report information on any bat roosts        
               you have observed.
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LIGHTS OUT FOR SCIO BIRDS! 
BY L ISA A .  PAPPA S, 
L AND PRESERVATION COMMISSIONERW e have some wonderful news to 

share! Earlier this year, thanks 
to the dedicated e¥orts of Parks, 
Preserves, and Pathways Director 

Murphy Harrington, Michigan Audubon 
o±icially designated Scio Township as a 
certified Bird City. You can even spot our 
framed certificate, dated March 4, 2026, hanging 
proudly in the township’s west foyer right by the 
Meeting Hall..

This prestigious, science-based recognition 
honors communities that take real, measurable 
actions to protect birds, sustainably manage 
green spaces, and educate the public. From 
our voter-approved land preservation millage 
to the native habitat restoration and breeding 
bird surveys happening in our own West Scio 
Nature Preserve, this certification is a testament 
to the environmental stewardship that defines 
our township.

But being a Bird City is much more than just a 
framed certificate on the wall—it is an ongoing 
commitment. Right now, our feathered friends 
need our help with one of the simplest, most 
impactful actions we can take: dimming or 
turning o± our outdoor lights.

THE CALL TO ACTION: 
LIGHTS OUT FOR SCIO!
We are asking all Scio Township residents, 
property managers, and business owners to 
join our “Lights Out” initiative. Together, we 
can make a massive di¥erence by taking these 
simple steps:

• Flip the Switch: Turn o¥ or dim all non-
essential outdoor lighting between 11 p.m. 
and 6 a.m.

• Know the Peak Seasons: Our birds need 
darkness most during peak migration: 
March 15 to May 31 (Spring) and August 15 to 
October 31 (Fall).

• Rethink “Dusk-to-Dawn” Lights: If you 
have automatic dusk-to-dawn fixtures on 
your garage, porch, or patio, please consider 

turning them o¥, dimming them, or switching 
to motion-sensor options during migration 
months.

WHY THE DARK SKY MATTERS TO A 
MIGRATING BIRD
How does a single porch light or an illuminated 
storefront a¥ect a bird flying hundreds of feet in 
the air? The reality is that artificial light at night 
(ALAN) poses a severe threat to migratory birds 
for three critical reasons:

• Most Birds Migrate at Night: Most North 
American songbirds—including the stunning 
warblers, thrushes, and tanagers passing 
right through Michigan—travel under the 
cover of darkness to avoid predators and 
utilize cooler, calmer air currents.

• Navigation Disruption: Night-migrating 
birds navigate using the stars, constellations, 
and Earth’s magnetic field. Bright, upward-
pointing suburban and city lights confuse 
them, drawing them o¥ their “migration 
highways” and into dangerous, developed 
environments.

•

The Exhaustion and Collision Trap: Once 
drawn down by artificial lights, birds can 
become disoriented, circling brightly lit areas 
until they drop from sheer exhaustion. Worse, 
this places them in immediate danger of fatal 
daytime collisions with glass windows when 
they wake up to forage.

BONUS TIP 
While flipping the night switch is our main goal 
right now, window strikes are another major 
hazard. Consider adding bird-alert decals or 
sleek rope curtains to your home’s reflection-
heavy windows to keep local birds safe by day!

LET’S DO RIGHT BY THE BIRDS
By simply flipping a switch, dimming 
commercial signage, or installing downward-
facing shields on outdoor fixtures, we can 
create a safe, dark-sky corridor directly over 
Scio Township. With many species of migrating 
songbirds currently facing record-breaking 
population declines, giving them a dark night 
sky is essential to their very survival.

Birds are the unsung heroes of our local 
ecosystem. They keep our agricultural lands 
healthy by eating pests, pollinating native 
plants, and dispersing seeds that keep our 
beautiful forests thriving.

Being certified as a Bird City proves that Scio 
Township is a leader in conservation. Let ’s back 
up that title with action. Talk to your neighbors, 
adjust your outdoor timers, and let ’s give our 
migratory birds the dark skies they need to 
thrive.

Thank you for doing your part to keep Scio 
Township beautiful, sustainable, and wild!



1 0 S C I O  TO WN S H I P  C O M M U N I T Y  R E P O R T  •  SCIOTOWNSHIPMI .GOV  •  ( 7 3 4 )  3 6 9 - 9 4 0 0

A MESSAGE FROM OPERATIONS
BY DIRECTOR NATHANIEL CL ARK

I t is an honor to serve the residents of 
Scio Township as Operations Director. 
Public service has been the focus of my 
professional career for more than three 

decades, and I have always believed that local 
government performs best when it operates 
with integrity, accountability, transparency, 
and a steadfast commitment to serving its 
community.

What brought me to Scio Township was 
the opportunity to help an already strong 
organization continue moving forward. 
Throughout my career, I have been drawn to 
organizations that are committed to continuous 
improvement, collaborative leadership, 
and providing exceptional public service. I 
recognized those qualities here and welcomed 
the opportunity to contribute my experience to 
support the Township’s continued success.

Prior to joining Scio Township, I served in 
executive municipal leadership positions with 
responsibility for a broad range of governmental 
operations, including organizational leadership, 
strategic planning, public safety, budgeting, 
operational management, and organizational 
development. Those experiences have 
reinforced my belief that successful local 
government is built through teamwork, 
thoughtful planning, sound decision-making, 

and a commitment to serving residents with 
professionalism and respect.

Since arriving, I have enjoyed meeting 
Township employees, elected o±icials, 
community partners, and residents who 
share a genuine commitment to making 
Scio Township an outstanding place to live 
and work. I have been particularly impressed 
by the dedication of our employees and the 
pride our community takes in preserving the 
Township’s exceptional quality of life.

As Operations Director, my responsibility is to 
help translate the Board’s vision into e¥ective 

day-to-day operations while supporting 
employees who deliver essential services 
to our community. My priorities include 
strengthening organizational e¥ectiveness, 
promoting accountability and collaboration, 
enhancing communication, supporting 
professional development, and continually 
seeking opportunities to improve the services 
we provide to residents.

I believe the strongest organizations are 
those that never stop learning, adapting, 
and improving. My commitment is to provide 
thoughtful, professional leadership while 
remaining accessible, responsive, and focused 
on serving the best interests of the Township.

Thank you for the warm welcome I have 
received. I am grateful for the opportunity 
to serve Scio Township and look forward to 
building lasting relationships throughout the 
community as we continue working together 
to preserve and strengthen this exceptional 
Township for years to come.

The future of Scio Township is not 
something we wait for—it is something 
we build together. I am honored to serve 
alongside you as we write the next chapter 
of our Township’s success.

PUT YOUR LAWN ON A DIET!
Prevent the growth of harmful algae 
downstream by avoiding phosphorus-
based lawn fertilizers. Instead, keep 
down weeds and encourage root 
growth by letting your grass grow 
to three inches or more. Then use a 
mulching mower to put back nutrients 
and organic matter. Learn more at 
HRWC.org/lawncare. 

FALL TREE & NATIVE PLANT 
SALE
The Washtenaw County Conservation 
District is hosting a Fall Tree & Native 
Plant Sale September 25, 2026. 
Pre-sales start online August 3rd, 
washtenawcd.org/fallsale.

VOTER SAFETY
Every eligible voter in Michigan has 
a right to cast their vote and have 
it counted, free from intimidation, 
harassment and other unlawful 
conduct by poll observers. The 
Michigan Department of Attorney 
General reminds everyone that election 
inspectors are authorized to maintain 
order at the polls, and will call in law 
enforcement, as appropriate, to ensure 
there is no disruption in voting. 
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BY LYDIA MCMULLEN-L AIRD, 
ZEROWA STE .ORGI n May, Scio Township hosted its first-ever 

Food Waste Challenge with ZeroWaste.org
and over 100 Scio residents participated! 
In case you missed it, here are some tips 

to help you reduce your food waste. It ’s one of 
the most impactful things you can do for the 
planet — and your wallet.

MAKE A PLAN
Food waste often happens when you purchase 
food without a specific plan for when and 
how it will be used. If you plan out your meals, 
and shop according to that plan, you’re more 
likely to eat it all before it goes bad. Use the 
meal planning worksheet at  zerowaste.org/
meal-planner to map out your week. You 
can print it on scrap paper or just use it as a 
jumping-o¥ point to build your own template.

CREATE AN “EAT NEXT” SHELF OR BIN
Designate a space where you put food that 
is in danger of going bad and needs to be 
eaten asap. You can also keep a whiteboard/
chalkboard/list on or near your fridge where you 
write down what needs to be eaten that day.

GET CREATIVE IN THE KITCHEN
 Vegetable peels make great stock, wilted 
greens can revive in ice water, and leftovers 
can become tomorrow’s lunch. Cooking “root 
to stem” stretches your groceries further and 
reduces waste.

KNOW WHEN IT’S REALLY TIME TO TOSS
According to the USDA’s Food Safety and 
Inspection Service, date labels like “best by” 
and “sell by” are about quality, not safety — 
trust your senses (smell, texture, appearance) to 

know when food has truly gone bad and needs 
to be composted.

AND WHEN FOOD SCRAPS ARE 
UNAVOIDABLE, DON’T SEND THEM TO 
THE LANDFILL! 
Scio Township now o¥ers a free, 24/7 compost 
drop-o¥ station behind Scio Township Hall. 
Composting your scraps keeps methane out of 
the atmosphere and returns valuable nutrients 
to the soil. Get all the info needed to compost 
food waste scraps here in the Township at 
sciotownshipmi.gov/compost.

Visit zerowaste.org/scio to get more tips, 
resources, and ways to reduce food waste in 
your home and community.

SAVE THE PLANET AND MONEY WITH THESE 
FOOD WASTE REDUCTION TIPS!

TOWNSHIP HALL
827 N Zeeb Rd, Ann Arbor

(734) 369-9400
Hours: Mon-Fri, 8 am – 4 pm
sciotownshipmi.gov

OFFICERS
Supervisor Jillian Kerry

jkerry@sciotownshipmi.gov

Clerk Jessica Flintoft
jflintoft@sciotownshipmi.gov

Treasurer Ryan Yaple
ryaple@sciotownshipmi.gov

Trustee Kathleen Brant
kbrant@sciotownshipmi.gov

Trustee Kathleen Knol
kknol@sciotownshipmi.gov

Trustee David Read
dread@sciotownshipmi.gov

Trustee John Reiser
jreiser@sciotownshipmi.gov

Operations Director Nathaniel Clark
nclark@sciotownshipmi.gov

STAFF DIRECTORY

FIRE STATION 1
1055 N Zeeb Rd

Business line . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(734) 665-6001
Emergencies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .911

sciotownshipmi.gov/fire

Fire Chief Andrew Houde
ahoude@sciotownshipmi.gov

Fire Marshal Brandon Sears
bsears@sciotownshipmi.gov

UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
827 N Zeeb Rd

Billing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (734) 369-9351
After-hours emergency . . . . . . . . . . . (734) 651-4770
sciotownshipmi.gov/utilities

Loch Alpine Sanitary Authority
Billing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(248) 433-8904
Water/Sewer emergency . . . . . . . . .(248) 433-8904
https://lasawater.org

PARKS DEPARTMENT
Director Murphy Harrington

mharrington@sciotownshipmi.gov

ASSESSING DEPARTMENT
Assessor Andrea Garrett

algarrett@sciotownshipmi.gov
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